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Chapter 1

Crime and Justice in the United States
Overview

The chapter begins by discussing crime in the United States. It briefly describes several famous criminal cases in recent history. 

Criminal Justice is looked at as a system. That system includes the police, the courts, and corrections. The police deal with crime, crime control, arrests and bookings. The prosecution deals with charging the defendants. The prosecution also determines if the suspect has committed a misdemeanor, an ordinance violation, or a felony. It may file an information or an indictment. An arrest warrant may be issued by the court so that the police may arrest a suspect. 

There are a variety of court stages that defendants may experience. They may have an initial appearance, an arraignment, and bail set; and a preliminary hearing may occur. Defendants may have a bench trial or a jury trial. They may participate in plea bargaining or simply plead guilty and receive their sentence. 

Convicted defendants then become part of the correctional system, where they may receive probation, intermediate sanctions, or incarceration. After serving a portion of their sentence, they may be paroled.

The authors discuss how the criminal justice system is sometimes viewed as a nonsystem because of the differences among different jurisdictions of independent agencies within the United States and the conflict and confusion among them. 
The authors then present the two models of the criminal justice system. The first, the crime control model, reflects traditional conservative values. In this model the control of criminal behavior is the most important function of criminal justice. 
The second, the due process model, embodies traditional liberal values. In this model, the principal goal of criminal justice is at least as much to protect the innocent as it is to convict the guilty. 

The chapter ends with a discussion of myths about crime and criminal justice. 
The authors use as an example the history of trial by ordeal. Throughout the book, criminal justice myths will be exposed and explained. 

Lecture Outline

I.
Crime in the United States

Top News Stories 2012
Briefly discuss the following news stories with your students. See which ones they recognize and which ones are not recognized. You might have a discussion with them about “typical crimes” versus these sensational crimes.

· Joran van der Sloot sentencing in Lima, Peru
· George Zimmerman and Trayvon Martin
· James Holmes movie theater shootings
· William Balfour sentencing for murders of 2008
· Drew Peterson
· Jerry Sandusky sentencing for sexual abuse
· Jared Lee Loughner shootings
· Adam Lanza shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary

· The Dougherty Gang 
II.
Criminal Justice: An Institution of Social Control

The majority of students believe that criminal justice involves fighting crime and that law enforcement is the only institution with that responsibility. Point out to them that criminal justice is just one of many institutions involved in the societal effort of social control. Others institutions of social control include the family, schools, organized religion, and the media.

III.
Criminal Justice: The System

Explain the following key terms in detail:

jurisdiction

misdemeanors

felonies 

A.
Police

It is the police that find a crime in progress or have a crime reported to them, which begins the criminal justice process. The police may respond with an arrest that results in the booking of the individual. 
Key terms:
arrest

booking

B.
Courts

The courts are the next thing to be explained. Of course, this should be a brief explanation, as there are chapters dealing with the function of the court later in the book. 

1.
Pretrial stages
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Key terms:
defendant

initial appearance

summary trial

probable cause

bail

preliminary hearing

grand jury

information

arraignment

plea bargaining

2.
Trial

Key term: bench trial

C.
Corrections

Briefly explain to the students how judges impose legislatively created sentences, and outline the five types of punishments used in the United States.
Key terms: 

probation
parole
IV.
Criminal Justice: The Nonsystem

Students and the general public are unaware of how independent and uncoordinated the criminal justice system is. Make them aware that there is no single “criminal justice system” in the United States, and outline the separate components of the nonsystem of criminal justice. 
Key term: system
V.
Two Models of Criminal Justice 

For some professors and students, this segment may be the most important part of the chapter. The debate between the due process model and the crime control model can become the basis of much that you teach using this book. Each chapter of the 

text can be placed into the context of these two models. You can use these two models to raise many constitutional and policy issues in policing, the courts, 
and corrections. 
Key terms: 

crime control model

due process model

A.
The Crime Control Model
Politically, it reflects traditional conservative values. In this model, the control of criminal behavior is the most important function of criminal justice.

B.
The Due Process Model
Politically, it embodies traditional liberal values. In this model, the principal goal of criminal justice is at least as much to protect the innocent as it is to convict the guilty.

Key term: docrine of legal guilt

C.
Crime Control Versus Due Process
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VI.
Costs of Criminal Justice

This chapter contains a section that most Introduction to Criminal Justice texts do not have. It allows you to teach about the costs of the criminal justice system. Be sure students understand that only a very small percentage of government spending at the federal, state, and local level is devoted to criminal justice 

VII.
Myths About Crime and Criminal Justice

The final part of this chapter raises an interesting question about myths about crime and the criminal justice system. Find some items that you know your students believe that are not really true. An interesting one for my class is to ask them to tell me what President Bill Clinton was convicted of during his impeachment trial. Of course, President Clinton was found “not guilty” by a Republican Senate with a Republican prosecutor and a Republican judge overseeing the proceedings. Most of my students are surprised when they learn this.

Key term: myths
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Lecture Tip: The students will want to discuss these items in more detail than time allows. Assure them that each of these items will be discussed in detail later in the book.





Lecture Tip: You should place a great deal of emphasis on the �due process model versus the crime control model. This is a theme that is recurring throughout the book and the students must understand it now or they will be lost later. Discuss the impact that a new presidential administration may have on each.





Lecture Tip: Have the students turn to the Careers in Criminal Justice feature box in the chapter. Give examples to them of the various careers in Criminal Justice. Students mistakenly believe that with four courses in criminal justice and no experience they are all going to become John Douglas and Bob Ressler (FBI Agents who investigated serial killers) and solve the next big serial killer case. Discuss realistic expectations for their careers and lay out for them how they get there. 





Lecture Tip: The most important lecture tip that I can give you for this first chapter is to have a well-written syllabus. It seems like such an obvious thing to do but professors become so busy that sometimes they do not spend the time on their syllabus that they should. In addition, the syllabus should always be prepared and distributed the first day of class. This sets the tone for the rest of the semester. If the professor does not have his/her work done on time, why should the students?








PAGE  
Bohm, Introduction to Criminal Justice, 8e                                                                                       IM – 1 | 1
Copyright © 2014 McGraw-Hill Education. All rights reserved. No reproduction or distribution without the prior written consent of McGraw-Hill Education.

