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CHAPTER 1:  CRIME IN CANADA
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1. Describe a typical offender with a discussion of implications for understanding criminal behaviour in general.
2. Provide an interdisciplinary context to understanding criminal behaviour.
3. Describe public perceptions of criminal justice agencies.
4. Describe crime trends throughout Canada, including variations in rates according to different sources.
5. Describe the empirically-derived determinants of crime and discuss their implications for assessment and treatment of offenders.
6. Describe the financial and social impact of crime on Canadians.
CHAPTER SUMMARY
The goal of the introductory chapter is to define and explain crime, to highlight some of the key reasons why crime is of concern to Canadians, and to provide an empirical foundation upon which to understand crime in a Canadian context (Central Eight major risk factors), leading to greater understanding of criminal conduct as further explored by the remaining chapters. 

Given that public confidence is not high regarding corrections and parole in Canada suggesting a need for better communications of empirical findings, this text focuses on Canadian data and Canadian contributions. Key studies, covered in this chapter, illustrate the role of media, Canadians’ perceptions of components of the criminal justice system,, and rates and types of crimes for youth and adults. Crime and Incarceration in Canada have been situated in an international context, showing that relative to the United States (716 per 100 000 incarceration rate), we are in fairly good shape (118 per 100 000), although less so relative to Western Europe (e.g., 79 per 100 000 in Germany). With respect to crime in Canada, other differences (e.g., administration of justice, age, and gender) are explored later in the text (Chapters 4, 5 and 13 respectively).

While media portrayals of crime often reflect sensational cases, correctional psychology generally focuses on more typical offenders and their needs and strategies to manage risk within prisons and following offender release.  Restricting the text to correctional psychology is intended to provide an informed explanation that will lead to greater understanding of offending (i.e., criminal) behaviour in a manner that will be of interest and assistance to students interested in careers in corrections as well as parole and probation staff and psychologists. 

Overall, the purpose of this text is to highlight key Canadian research and literature that describes and supports evidence-based practices that lead to reduced offending. While not a “how to” book, this text underscores the contribution that correctional psychology makes in this field by providing the opportunity for increased understanding of Canada’s correctional practices that have lead to improved outcomes (i.e., reduced re-offending).   .

The balance of this book reviews a variety of theories of criminal behaviour including the role of biology, evolutionary adaptations, learning, and environment. Specific chapters highlight differences in offending and criminal justice system treatment by age, gender, and Aboriginal status.  Influences on offending and victimization, such as economics, substance abuse, and mental illness, are also explored within the Canadian context.  Focus on Canadian research underscores the significant contributions made by Canadian researchers in the field of correctional psychology provides insight into the research process, correctional practices, and potential career paths and illuminates reasons why Canadian corrections remains the envy of most countries in the world. 
LECTURE OUTLINE
1. Context
· In the 2013 Speech from the Throne, the Canadian government declared crime as an important issue, asserting the justice system must protect law-abiding citizens/communities by moving away from a system that coddles criminals and silences victims.
· Since 2006, Canadian citizens (especially those under 45 years of age) rank crime as a lessor concern than health care, the environment, employment, taxes, and political corruption/poor government leadership; however, those over age 45 continue to see crime as a pressing concern.
· Official police crime statistics show a steady decline in crime rates over the past two decades.
· Despite current crime and opinion trends, the government has instituted a tough on crime agenda and passed a number of new laws including ones to abolish early parole of non-violent, first time federal offenders (Bill C-59), to increase offender accountability (Bill C-39), to eliminate frivolous inmate grievance applications (Bill C-293), to increase rights of victims (Bill C-32), as well as rewritten the Corrections and Conditional Release Act.
2. The Influence of the Media
· While the problem of Aboriginal overrepresentation is evident across the country, the problem is much more obvious in the western half of Canada, particularly in the Prairie region.
· In a 2007 telephone survey, Canadians reported they turn to the media first for information regarding the criminal justice system followed by friends and family, newspapers/magazines, government, community groups, Internet, and television shows/movies with academic research having no influence as a source of information for Canadians (Latimer and Desjardins2007).
· Media galvanizes public opinion through the use of sensationalist headlines concerning violent crime, opinion articles on crime and/or public safety, and controversial government policies such as seen in the Kingston Whig Standard article, “Inmates Eat Better than Seniors?” showing the Ontario government had raised per diem food allowances by 12 cents for seniors in long-term care facilities, $4.54 lower than for prison inmates.
3. Definitions
· What is Crime?:

· Regional variations in crime rates and incarceration suggest differences in definitions/tolerance of crime across Canada.

· Definitions involve a variety of factors including individual motivation, opportunity, politics, social convention, and context.
· Definitions typically include legal (acts prohibited by the state punishable under the law), moral (violation of norms of religion and morality punishable by supreme beings), social (violation of certain norms and customs punishable by community), and psychological (acts rewarding to the perpetrator but harmful to others).

· Despite the social construction aspect of crime, there is consistency across countries regarding what is viewed as criminal (e.g.,, robbery, theft, and incest). 
· In this text the following definition is used: “Criminal behaviour refers to intentional behaviour that violates a criminal code; intentional in that it did not occur accidentally or without justification of excuse” (Bartol and Bartol 2008).

· Any definition of crime is critical as it influences prevalence - more conservative or restrictive definitions decrease the rate of crime.

· Inter-cultural variations, regarding normative and acceptable behaviour, change over time within a culture and immigrants may behave in a manner consistent with the cultural norms of their native country despite such behaviour possibly being illegal in their new home. 
· Sensitivity to both legal and cultural issues must be reflected in psychological responses to criminal behaviour.
4. Why Do We Care? 

· Crime is a concern to Canadians specifically in relation to prevalence (the proportion of a population found to be involved in crime measured historically and currently), victimization (those affected by crime), and costs.
· The Uniform Crime Reporting Survey shows the police-reported crime rate in 2012 was 6409 crimes per 100 000 people (2 235 325 total crimes) (Boyce, Cotter, and Perreault 2014).
· Individual offenders may commit multiple crimes. In 2012, 1 678 425 individuals were charged (4.84 percent of the Canadian population).  Not all charges result in conviction.
· Statistics Canada 2009 General Social Survey show 225 per 100 000 Canadians reported being the victim of a crime including (in descending order) theft of personal property, assault, sexual assault, and robbery.
· Most victims are under 30 years of age.
· Statistics Canada in the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 2009, show approximately 373 000 victims of violent crime (Public Safety Canada 2014).
· The Victim Services Survey of 911 service providers assisted 410 000 victims of crime between April 1, 2009 and March 31, 2010 with three times more women receiving assistance than men.
· The Fraser Institute, estimated in 1998, Canada spent over $42.4 billion on crime, with $15.5 billion in direct costs (police, courts, and corrections).
· Federal and provincial corrections cost $4.26 billion annually.
· A longitudinal study of 386 juvenile offenders whose official convictions were tracked for 15 years (1986 to 2001) cost $671 million or $1.74 million each (Koegl and Day 2015)
· Costs varied per juvenile based on age of onset of criminal behaviour and persistence.  Those showing low persistence cost less than $4 million and those with high persistence cost more than $16 million  (average aggregate cost per person, $5.86 million).
· 2.6 million crimes are reported annually in Canada with property crimes being the most prevalent and 22.5 percent of Canadians report being the victim of crime in any given year (General Social Survey, Statistics Canada 2009). Other sources estimate victimization ranges from 28.8 to 48 percent when more than a year is taken into consideration (Statistics Canada 2005a). 
· Even if an individual is not the victim or perpetrator of a crime they may be negatively affected as the partner, child, or friend of one, thus approximately 80 percent of Canadians are probably affected by crime making crime more of a public policy concern rather than solely a criminal justice concern.
5. Federal and Provincial Corrections
· Offenders sentenced to less than two years, community sentences (such as fines, community service work, and probation), and young offenders (including pre-trial supervision, community and custody sentences, and extrajudicial sanction programs), all fall under provincial jurisdiction.
· Offenders who receive a sentence of more than two years fall under federal jurisdiction and are incarcerated in federal prisons.
· Canada, unlike the United States where inmate populations are varied due to sentencing guidelines, separates its inmates according to sentence length thus a wide variety of offense categories are represented in both provincial and federal prisons (e.g., provincial remand centres where offenders are held awaiting trial and house all types of prisoners both non-violent and violent).
· Those who are housed in federal prisons are more likely to have engaged in more violent crime and/or have more serious criminal histories.
· Federal offenders on supervised release (i.e. parole, statutory release after two thirds of their sentence is completed) or who have their parole revoked or commit new crimes and receive sentences of less than two years will still return to federal custody.
· Some sex offenders, given sentences of less than two years, may be designated Long Term Offenders (requiring community supervision for up to 10 years) and will be supervised on release by federal parole officers even if they served their sentence in a provincial jail.
· In parts of Canada (e.g., New Brunswick), there is an exchange of service agreement whereby federal corrections manage provincial offenders and in other parts of Canada the federal corrections may utilize provincial resources such as halfway house bed space.
· Canada has 115 provincial facilities (including penitentiary, adult, remand/pre-trial, youth correctional, community residential, community training, and wilderness camp) and 58 federal correctional facilities (maximum, multilevel, medium, minimum security, community correctional, and healing lodges).
· Federal prisons tend to be larger with a greater number of inmates (15 215 incarcerated and 7754 community offenders in 2014) compared to provincial; however, provinces such as Ontario have adopted a provincial super-jail model.
· Both federal and provincial facilities have correctional staff, parole officers, and psychologists while social workers are more common in provincial facilities.
· Social workers and psychologists must meet certification and licensing requirements for the province in which they work creating variation across the country.
· Correctional Service Canada (CSC) is the single largest employer of psychologists in Canada (250 full time and contract).
6. Career Profiles 

· Correctional Officer (federal and provincial), Parole Officer, federal, institutional, Probation Officer, Psychologist, and Professor.  
· View observations and testimonials from current/past CSC staff at www.csc-scc.gc.ca
· In addition to psychologists, other employees of CSC provide counselling to inmates by parole officers (1500 employed by CSC), social workers and chaplains (in both federal and provincial facilities).
· The demographics of those working in corrections today has changed with staff being younger, more diverse, and more gender equal than historically with a significant influx of new staff in the past several years.
· Specific job requirements can be found on provincial government and Government of Canada, CSC websites.  
· Some careers require an undergraduate degree in social science in addition to knowledge of the criminal justice system (i.e. relevant laws, mission statements, and policy initiatives). 
· Good verbal and written communication skills are critical as interacting with others is a key part of these careers.  
· An ability to motivate offenders to change antisocial behaviour, an interest in helping others, good analytical and problem-solving skills, and knowledge of evidence-based practices are important.
· Potential careers include professor (PhD), clinical psychologist (PhD/MA), associate psychologist (MA), government researcher (PhD/MA), counsellor in not-for-profit agencies (BA and volunteer experience), correctional officer (high school diploma/BA), parole/probation officer (BA), administration officer (degree) and project officer in government (BA).  
7. Theories of Criminal Conduct (Correctional Psychology)
· Childhood Risk Factors:
· Psychology is interested in intra-individual differences (variations in criminal conduct within an individual across time and situation) and inter-individual differences (variation in criminal conduct between individuals) in behaviour.
· While correctional psychologists recognize broader social influences on criminal behaviour, they assert that greater understanding of criminal behaviour comes from psychological explanations that consider individual differences.
· In contrast to psychologists, sociologists focus on and explore social influences with key differences between psychology and sociology (psychology focuses on the individual whereas sociology focuses more on groups) (McGuire 2004).
· Psychologists are more interested in the individual because examining the broader social context is insufficient to understand individual differences in criminal behaviour (e.g., not all individuals who are poor commit criminal acts, nor do all well-off individuals avoid crime).
· Different terms are used to define the study of criminal behaviour with forensic psychology referring to any application of psychology to the legal system (Pozzulo, Bennell, and Forth, 2008) or those who practice clinical psychology in the legal system focused on risk assessment and expert testimony (intended to guide legal decision-making rather than the investigations of an understanding of criminal behaviour) (Huss, 2009).
· In the United Kingdom, the psychological study of criminal behaviour is referred to as criminological psychology (McGuire, 2002) whereas in the United States and Canada it is referred to as correctional psychology (Magaletta and Boothby, 2003).
· Correctional psychologists conduct crisis management as well as individual and group psychotherapy with general population inmates as well as offenders with mental disorder and substance abuse problems.
· Relating to the operation of justice and the assessment and management of individuals who engage in criminal behaviour by following dispositions made by the courts (rather than examining issues relating to the operation of justice) the text’s preferred model is that of correctional psychology as described by Magaletta and Boothby (2002).
· Sociological explanations of factors such as age, gender, and social class provide some insight into groups of individuals.
· Theoretical explanations vary with levels of analysis: macro level explanations focus on crime as a large-scale social phenomenon; micro level explanations focus on the importance of socialization and the influence of community, family, and peer groups. 
· The narrower focus examines patterns of individual behaviour and the influence of psychological factors such as thoughts, feelings, or attitudes.
· Offenders comprise a particularly heterogeneous group often hidden by aggregate age-crime data though as many as 70. 
· Psychological explanations consider factors that might influence criminal behaviour including acquisition and cessation and attempts to refine understanding of criminal behaviour by considering individual differences over time and across situations in order to account for heterogeneity leading to differentiated assessment and intervention.
· The Personal, Interpersonal and Community-Reinforcement model (PIC–R; Andrews and Bonta 2006), an integrative and situational model of criminal behaviour, suggests that criminal behaviour reflects the “immediate situation” in that factors (e.g.,, temptations, facilitators, inhibitors, and stressors) that combine to influence a decision to engage in criminal behaviour.
· The decision is further influenced by attitudes supportive of crime, a history of criminal behaviour, a balance of the costs and rewards for crime, and the presence of social supports for crime. 
· PIC–R highlights the contributions of community (family of origin, social economic factors), interpersonal (family/child relations, childhood attachment, neglect, abuse, ties to criminal others), personal (early conduct problems, biological factors such as temperament and verbal intelligence, gender, age, and cognitions), and consequences (whether criminal behaviour is rewarded). The model recognizes the influence of both historical and immediate factors in an individual arriving at the decision to engage in a criminal act and to view such behaviour as appropriate. 
· The PIC–R reflects a learning theory of crime that attends to social and cognitive factors as well as behaviour, underscoring it as a contemporary cognitive social learning theory of crime.
8. Crime Trends 
· Many Canadians believe crime rates, especially for serious crimes, are increasing.  Specific subgroups of concern include young girls and Aboriginals of all ages but, in general, police-reported crime rates (1998–2012) show a general decline. 
· Since 2000, the rate of violent crime has decreased 20.4 percent 

· Not all crimes are reported to police and thus, the data underestimate actual crime.
· For youth-related (ages 12 to 17) and adult crime, violent crime is less prevalent than property crime. 
· Administration of justice, charges (e.g., failure to appear, breach of probation, impaired driving, and weapons charges) are more common for adults.
· Break and enter, robbery, and sexual assault are more prevalent among youth. 
Overall, youth account for more criminal charges (2840 per 100 000 population) than adults (1990 per 100 000). 
· Among youth, males and females accounted for comparable percentages of different court dispositions (e.g., fine, community service, probation, custody). 

· In terms of violent offending, 9.6 percent of all adult offences are violent when all are combined.  This figure rises to 26 percent when violence includes possession of weapons charges, uttering threats, and common assault. 

· Crime Severity Index (CSI):
· The CSI was recently developed for measuring police-reported crime in Canada. 
· The CSI tracks changes in the severity of police-reported crime from year to year by taking into account the change in volume of a particular crime and relative seriousness in comparison to other crimes.  
· Traditional “crime rate” statistics provide information on the number of police-reported incidents that occur in a given population, measuring the volume of crime brought to the attention of police. 
· The crime rate is a count of all criminal incidents reported to and by police, divided by the population of interest.
· The CSI indicates whether a crime is more or less serious than previously measured and if crime in a given city or province is more or less serious than in Canada overall. 
· The principle behind the CSI is to have more serious crimes carry greater weight than less serious crimes. 
· Weights are derived from actual sentences handed down by courts in all provinces and territories. 
· The specific weight for any given type of offence consists of a) the incarceration rate for that offence type and b) the average (mean) length of the prison sentence given for the specific type of offence. 
· Weights are updated every five years to reflect changes in sentencing patterns and new legislation

· Crime Victimization:
· Incident-based data reveal marked variation in the age of crime victims.
· More than half (52.6 percent) of all victims of violent crime reported in 2007 were under the age of 30, (36.9 percent of the Canadian population is under the age of 30).
· Canadians, aged 65 and older (14.15 percent of the general population), represented 2.5 percent of victims. 
· Females aged 15–44 were more likely than males of that age to be victims of a violent crime. 
· Male victims of violent crime tended to be younger. 
· Groups with the highest rates of violent victimization are ages 15–19 (15.2 percent), ages 20–24 (15 percent), and ages 25–29 (12.4 percent). 
· Rates of property crime victimization have increased to 108 per 1000 population. 
· Rates for other crimes remained relatively constant during this time period (1999 – 2009) with sexual assault: 24 per 1000; robbery: 13 per 1000; and assault: 80 per 1000. Combining these rates yields an overall victimization rate of 30 percent. 
· In 2004, 17 percent of Canadians aged 16 and over, had been victims of at least one crime during the previous year - similar to the overall international victimization rate (16 percent). 
· In all participating countries, slightly more than half the population (53 percent) reported a victimization incident to the police, whereas 48 percent of Canadians reported being a victim of one of five offence types: theft from a car, theft of a bicycle, burglary, attempted burglary, or theft of personal property. 
· Police-reported violent crime in 2007 in Canada was 930 per 100 000 population or approximately 294 000 victimizations annually, roughly equivalent to the sixteenth-largest city in Canada. 
· Estimates for victimization-related costs in Canada were suggested to be an additional $47 billion in 2003 and with the actual costs of operating the criminal justice system, crime in Canada cost an estimated $60 billion, $13 billion of which was related to criminal justice system expenditures such as police, courts, and correctional services. 
· This cost is slightly less than half of the direct and indirect costs for health care, estimated to be $123 billion in 2003.
· Public Perceptions of Criminal Justice System:
· 57.8 percent of Canadians believe that the overall crime rate has gone up (74.4 percent for property crime, 62.7 percent for violent crime). 
· Only 6.5 percent indicated they believed their neighbourhoods were less safe, despite the view that crime is increasing. 
· Public confidence in the criminal justice system is lower than that for the education, health care, and welfare systems. 
· A quarter of respondents indicated a low level of confidence in the criminal justice system and a third rated their confidence in the youth criminal justice system as low.
· Parole appears to generate the least confidence in the Canadians who responded to this survey.
· A further examination of confidence in the specific components of the criminal justice system suggests the public has the least confidence in police preventing crime, courts imposing appropriate sentences, corrections rehabilitating offenders, and parole supervising offenders in the community.
· Greater confidence was reported in terms of police solving crimes, the courts determining guilt, and corrections preventing escapes. 
· Characteristics that lead Canadians to be more optimistic are individuals who value government information, support less punitive sentencing practices, are treatment-oriented, have a university degree, use the Internet as a source of information, and support the government’s Tackling Crime agenda. 
· 74 percent of Canadians believe that sentencing is too lenient, although there was support for restorative sentence objectives promoting a sense of responsibility in the offender (84 percent) and securing reparation for the crime victim (66 percent).
· Variation of Crime by Source:
· Crime rates vary according to the definition of crime and the source of the information.
· Police-reported crime is lower than victimization rates. 
· One method of presenting the attrition in crime is to review the number of crimes reported, the number of convictions, the number of provincial sentences, and the number of federal sentences (the most lengthy sentences, presumably reserved for the more serious offences).  
· Of the 2.24 million crimes reported to police in 2012, only 4999 resulted in warrants of committal for a federal sentence (2.2 percent). 
· Of the total percentages of police-reported offences, 1.7 percent resulted in federal sentences and 2.8 percent in provincial custodial sentences.
· Length of Sentences:
· Over half (54.6 percent) of all custodial sentences imposed by adult courts are less than one month in length.
· Prison sentences for men tend to be longer than for women. 
· Over two thirds (69.9 percent) of women and just over half of men (52.9 percent) who are incarcerated receive a sentence of one month or less. 
· 92.1 percent of women and 85.1 percent of men receive a sentence of six months or less. 
· For convictions that result in custody, only 4.2 percent result in federal jurisdiction (i.e., a sentence of two or more years).
· The shorter the sentence received by the offender, the less time available for comprehensive assessments and participation in prison-based programming prior to their return to the community. 
· The proportion of offenders who receive sentences of greater than 12 months is relatively small. 
· Community-based programming is effective in reducing future re-offending, but some offenders require prison-based programming if the correctional agencies are to address public safety concerns as certain correctional operational realities are linked to sentencing.
· Variations across Provinces:
· There is a general trend toward increased crime rates the farther west and north one moves. 
· The Northwest Territories has eight times the national average crime rate.
· There is an over-representation of Aboriginals in the Canadian criminal justice system (see Chapter 12).
· International Context:
· Canada’s incarceration is 118 per 100 000 population, a slight increase despite decreasing a crime rate.
· Compared to the United States, our incarceration rate is modest, but the U.S. rate has been decreasing while Canada’s has been increasing. 
9. Methodology 
· Given that Aboriginal appear more likely to reoffend than non-Aboriginal offenders; there is value in examining ways to reduce the likelihood of recidivism.
· Determinants of Crime:
1. As per the PIC_R model, determinants of crime may be distal (i.e., historical) or proximal (i.e., immediate, situational).  
2. A psychological perspective identifies factors most strongly associated with criminality in order to develop assessments reflecting these domains and interventions to address them (i.e., change, modify, diminish) and reduce future re-offending.
3. Meta-analysis empirically identifies determinants of crime. 
4. Meta-analytic reviews are less biased in that they provide a quantitative estimate of the importance of the results rather than a narrative interpretation by the author and are considered the standard for reviewing the literature
· Correlates, Risk Factors, and Causal Factors:
· Research to date is primarily correlational, meaning there is a demonstrated relationship between some factor and criminal conduct and explicit causal factors have not yet been demonstrated.

· As risk factors accumulate, the likelihood of a person engaging (or re-engaging) in criminal conduct increases proportionately.

10. Factors Associated With Criminal Conduct
· In the PIC-R model, the Central Eight risk/need factors are most important in understanding criminal behaviour.
· Within this group are the Big Four, or major causal variables measured in the analysis of individual criminal behaviour (history of antisocial behaviour, antisocial personality pattern, antisocial cognition, and antisocial associates). 
· A series of meta-analyses have confirmed that certain variables previously considered important correlates of crime in sociological theory have proved to be relatively unimportant and are referred to as minor risk factors (personal and/or emotional distress, major mental disorder, physical health issues, fear of official punishment, physical conditioning, low IQ, social class of origin, seriousness of current offence, and other factors unrelated to offending). 
· Major risk factors are considered first order correlates.
· The most compelling demonstration of the relative importance of major (first order) and minor (second order) risk factors comes from an ongoing research project and collaboration between the University of New Brunswick and Carleton University (Andrews and Bonta, 2006). 
· Moderate risk factors are those that are part of the Central Eight but are not major correlates (family and/or marital, school and/or work, leisure and/or recreation, and substance abuse).
· Some risk factors (antisocial history, seriousness of current offence) are static, meaning they cannot change, whereas others (antisocial cognition, substance use) can change and are dynamic risk factors and can change.
· In general, the Central Eight, as reflected in PIC–R, yield more robust correlations than other factors in 372 studies. 
· If the goal is to understand and reduce criminal behaviour, then assessments and treatment must attend to those factors most highly correlated with criminal conduct.
· Specifically, antisocial attitudes and associates are much more important than such factors as social class or mental health symptoms. 
· These major risk factors are often termed criminogenic in that they are empirically related to criminal conduct and, when reduced, lead to reductions in future re-offending. 
· For this reason, criminogenic needs typically inform treatment referrals. 
11. Linking the Research to Case Studies
· A clearer understanding of typical criminal behaviour comes from a review of primary or first-order risk factors. 

· In examining prevalence rates for different types of crimes, the majority of crimes reflect ordinary individuals committing less serious offences. 

· Most individuals involved in criminal behaviour are ordinary individuals with ordinary problems (i.e., poor self-regulation, substance abuse, lack of employment, or poor choice in friends) whose decision to engage in criminal conduct reflects disinhibition, a failure to consider short- and long-term consequences, support from criminal peers, and attitudes about such behaviour.

· As support for prosocial behaviour increases, offenders’ decisions and behaviours, especially when supported by intervention, become less criminal.
12. Future Directions

· In Canada there is an increasing disconnect between crime rates and policy –despite lower crime rates, incarceration rates are increasing (see Ch. 4 for an examination of the utility of a punitive approach).

· The corrections field has fully incorporated criminogenic needs into risk assessment and case planning but lack standardized instruments/approaches.

· Static and dynamic risk factors and potential protective factors have only recently begun to be considered.
· The field of correctional psychology has not yet utilized a cost-benefit approach to evaluation of strategies to reduce crime and manage risk especially in regards to individuals.
TEACHING SUGGESTIONS

Videos:
The Psychopath Next Door

CBC DocZone
"Most of us think of the psychopath as a serial killer — a monster like Colonel Russell Williams, Paul Bernardo or Clifford Olsen.  But most psychopaths are not physically violent criminals. They live among us, undetected. Experts believe between one and two per cent of the general adult male population are psychopaths, which means there could be 300,000 of them in Canada alone.  The ‘successful’ psychopath could be your neighbour, your boss, your spouse, or your friend. 

'Psychopaths are every bit as rational as any human being, if not more so, because they don’t have the noise of human emotion,’' says Dr. Stephen Porter, Professor of Forensic Psychology at the University of British Columbia. 'Psychopaths do know right from wrong in the 'cognitive' or rational sense, and even do as well on moral-reasoning tasks in the lab setting as the rest of us.'  Many psychopaths are highly skilled at mimicking normal human emotion, using charisma, manipulation and intimidation to satisfy their own needs.  No wonder the psychopath is so hard to detect."

CBC DocZone

www.doczone

Penitentiary (1951)

Director: Ronald Weyman

"Part of the Canada Carries On series, this short documentary reports on the conditions in a Canadian penitentiary, focusing on the treatments developed to reduce the amount of recidivism. Prisoners spend the majority of their days in cells, but they also work—in quarry gangs, on farms, and as tailors and shoe-repairmen. Monthly visitors are allowed, but movements within the prison are tightly controlled. This film is a revealing portrait of the criminal justice system and its philosophies on recidivism in the middle of the 20th century."

National Film Board of Canada

www.nfb.ca
Prosecutor (2010)

Director:  Barry Stevens

"This feature documentary follows the Chief Prosecutor through the first trials of the newly formed International Criminal Court. Luis Moreno-Ocampo investigates and prosecutes some of the world's worst criminals for some of the world's worst crimes. He's a hero to genocide survivors, but has bitter enemies on both the Right and the Left. Is the ICC a ground-breaking new weapon for global justice or just an idealistic dream?"

National Film Board of Canada Campus Subscribers

www.nfb.ca
Glimmer of Hope (1997)

Director:  Charles Konowal
"The death of a child is tragedy enough, but when the cause of death is random, brutal murder, the pain can be insurmountable. In the aftermath of horror, the greatest challenge can be to come to terms with grief and get on with life. The Streufert family is part of a growing movement of victims of violence. Taking healing into their own hands as they try to reach an understanding of the tragedy that has shattered their lives, they confront their daughter's killers. In heart-rending scenes of real-life drama, this film documents the dialogue and its effects over a three-year period of victim/offender mediation, a bold new approach to criminal justice. By meeting the killers of their daughter, they can ask the questions that plague them, hear the killers' version first-hand, and bring a monstrous act and its perpetrators into human focus--all in the hope of coming to terms with inexpressible loss and grief."

National Film Board of Canada 

www.nfb.ca

High Risk Offender (1998)

Director: Barry Greenwald
"Director: Barry Greenwald takes his camera into a place we never thought we'd see so intimately: a high-risk parole office and the people whose lives it touches--prisoners guilty of everything from murder to white-collar crime; officers desperate to keep their clients out of prison and their failures off the files. What you see on-screen is the real thing: raw, revealing and utterly fascinating. Over a 10-month period, we follow six high-risk offenders and the parole officers and therapists whose job is to make sure they stay clean, stay out of trouble and stay out of jail. The offenders put up with urine tests for drugs, random curfew checks and therapy sessions. Most work at it, some feel hopeless, others just go through the motions. Their stories are at turns bizarre, tragic, disturbing and endearing. Frightening and funny, sad and troubling, High Risk Offender is a stunning documentary. Greenwald's fascination with his subjects and the relationships they negotiate with their parole officers--the human face of the system that imprisoned them and is now letting them out--results in an unforgettable, empathetic film."

National Film Board of Canada

www.nfb.ca
A & E Collectors Choice

Serial Killers - Profiling the Criminal Mind: Volume 1

The Criminal Profiler: Volume 2

Jeffrey Dahmer: Volume 3

John Wayne Gacy: Volume 4

Charles Manson

A&E.com
SUGGESTED CLASS ASSIGNMENTS/ACTIVITIES
In class/group discussions on:

  
· Review some basic statistics regarding the extent of crime in Canada and trends over time. Information about sentencing and the differences between provincial and federal corrections is also helpful in understanding crime in Canada (perhaps as it is different from the U.S).
· A research assignment about the educational component of a “forensic psychologist”.  Where in Canada can someone receive a degree in this field?  Do you believe that a forensic psychologist needs to have knowledge of the justice/legal system?
· Small group discussions about such sensational Canadian criminals as Paul Bernardo, Karla Homolka, Christie Blatchford, and Clifford Olson. 
ADDITIONAL WEB RESOURCES

Corrections Service Canada

Research publications as well as program descriptions, policy statements, and links to other criminal justice partners.

www.csc-scc.gc.ca
Public Safety Canada

Previously the Solicitor General of Canada site, the Public Safety of Canada website

has corrections research publications that highlight initiatives among provincial and

territorial criminal justice partners.
www.publicsafety.gc.ca
Department of Justice

The Research Department of the Department of Justice has a number of interesting

studies regarding youth and adult crime, as well as public perceptions of the criminal

justice system in Canada.

www.justice.gc.ca

National Institute of Corrections

Part of the U.S. Bureau of Prisons (U.S. federal prison system) with a wealth of information about offender assessment and programming initiatives in the United States.

www.nicic.org
APA Division 41: The American Psychology-Law Society

www.apa.org
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