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Global Communication: Background
Learning Objectives
1. Understand the world of international communication and how it has changed rapidly in recent years.

2. Understand the relationship between the demise of the former Soviet Union and global trends toward a free press.

3. Explain why there has been a decrease in the amount of foreign news covered by all major US television networks and other media systems.

4. Define international communication.

5. Define world system theory (WST).
6. Define electronic colonialism theory (ECT).

7. Understand the relationship between WST & ECT.
8. Understand the role of the New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO).

9. Address a number of different current global communication issues.

10. Explain why US corporations have a vested interest in global communication.

11. Explain how the global economy and global communication firms are interconnected.

Chapter Outline
Introduction (page 1)

The reframing of “terrorist” as a substitute for “communist”, in a return to the “good guys versus bad guys” mentality of the Cold War era (pages 1–2)
International news: why it is important (page 2)
Yet, the amount of international news coverage is declining (pages 2–5)
The cultural role that economic interdependence plays in international news coverage (pages 3–6)
Latin American media (page 4)

Left-wing connection: Latin America (pages 5–6)
Chile–US government media interaction (pages 6–8)
History of the war correspondent (page 8)

New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO) (pages 8–11)

Electronic colonialism theory (ECT) (page 11)

Four epochs of global colonization (pages 11–14)

History of electronic colonialism theory (pages 14–16)

What is electronic colonialism theory (ECT)? (pages 16–17)

World system theory (WST) (pages 18–23)


Core nations defined (page 19)


Semiperipheral nations defined (page 19)


Peripheral nations defined (page 19)
The connection between electronic colonialism and world system theories (page 23)

Communication forces among nations (pages 23–24)


Breadth of the problem (pages 25–26)

The impact of social media (pages 26–27)

Format for the balance of the book (page 27)

Key Terms 

International communication

Global communication

Marxism

New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO)

Less developed countries (LCDs)

United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Western press

Electronic colonialism theory (ECT)

World system theory (WST)

Nationalism

Core nations

Peripheral nations

Semiperipheral nations

Privatization

Activities

· Put students into small groups and ask them to brainstorm about the definition of international communication.

· Open class discussion: Explore the foundations of world system theory and electronic colonialism theory. List students’ responses on the board. Make sure the interrelationship dimension is discussed.

· Have students search the Internet for information about the New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO). Ask each student to bring to class information regarding the history of NWICO, the debate about NWICO, the issues (two sides) and the nations that support the NWICO.

· Ask students to browse through a Sunday newspaper and find an international news story. Students will share their article in class. Along with the students, evaluate the story and its newsworthiness.
· Have students compare and contrast the headlines of a specific day’s traditional media (print and broadcast) within the students’ normal online environment. Does the parochial shift become apparent in context? Discuss.
· Take-home assignment: Students should explain in writing and in detail whether they think US values are exported to peripheral nations.

