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CHAPTER SUMMARY
This first chapter of The State of Texas: Government, Politics, and Policy lays a foundation for the study of Texas politics by examining Texas of the past and present with respect to the state’s enduring political culture. Key aspects of this examination include the following: 
· The several distinctive periods of exploration and settlement that led to the six different flags flown over Texas: those of Spain, France, the Republic of Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the United States, and the Confederacy
· The impact of the Civil War, and the culture clash formed in Texas by the goals of postwar Reconstruction—pitting those wanting to maintain the status quo against “outsiders” who supported Reconstruction policies
· How, for most of its history, Texas has had a land-based economy, and the importance of land and geography in the development of the state and its people
· How the economy of Texas changed in response to the discovery of oil, and how it has since diversified to encompass growing science, technology, and service sectors in several distinct geographic regions
· The political shift in Texas from Democratic to Republican dominance, even while the ideological landscape has remained consistently conservative
· The demographic shifts in Texas that have increased urban populations and decreased the rural; made minorities as a whole the majority in the state; and helped further define the large role of religion in Texas politics
· How the culture and political landscape of Texas relate to current challenges such as 
the recent recession that began in 2008, and the movements of people into Texas both from other U.S. states and from other countries

· How historic settlement patterns in Texas, the changing makeup of the current population, and the demographic characteristics of people in the state contribute to a largely traditionalistic/individualistic political culture

TEXAS LEARNING OUTCOME
Explain the history, demographics, and political culture of Texas.
CHAPTER LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Explain the significance of Texas’s six flags.

Summary: Six nations have ruled either part or all of the territory of Texas during its history: Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the United States of America, and the Confederate States of America. After being claimed by Spain and France, Texas was controlled by Mexico until it became an independent republic. Texas joined the United States but then seceded to become a part of the Confederacy. Thus, six different national flags have flown over Texas.

Describe the Civil War and Reconstruction in Texas.

Summary: Though it was home to some important Civil War events, Texas for the most part avoided the battles and physical devastation, stemming from invasion and occupation, that affected much of the rest of the Confederacy. During Reconstruction (the period immediately following the Civil War), Republicans controlled state government, slavery ended, and Texas was readmitted to the Union. The backlash against Republican rule during Reconstruction marked the beginning of 100 years of one-party Democratic dominance in Texas.
Describe post-Reconstruction Texas.

Summary: Since Reconstruction, Texas has converted from a land-based economy to a more diversified, primarily service economy. Control of state politics has shifted from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party. In addition, Texas now has the second largest population of any state. That population is growing rapidly, is increasingly urban (as opposed to rural), and has become majority-minority (meaning that racial and ethnic minority groups together make up a majority of the state’s population).

Explain the challenges facing Texas today.

Summary: Like other states, Texas must contend with issues related to poverty, education, and the national economy. One challenge specific to Texas is the large numbers of people moving into the state, both from other U.S. states (a process called in-migration) and from other countries (immigration). Many factors, including the state’s fairly resilient and diverse economy, low cost of living, and appealing natural climate make Texas a strong draw for people outside the state.

Explain U.S. and Texas political cultures.

Summary: Political culture is the system of beliefs and values that defines the role of government and the role of citizens in that government. In the U.S., many Midwestern states have individualistic political cultures, whereas Northern and some far western states have a moralistic political culture. Southern (former Confederate) states, including Texas, have traditionalistic political cultures. The traditionalistic subculture is one in which the existing political order is maintained, and political participation is generally confined to a small number of elites.

CHAPTER OUTLINE
A.
The Six Flags of Texas: From Spain to Statehood
1.
Spain

2.
France, Briefly

3.
Spain Returns

4.
The Republic of Mexico

5.
The Republic of Texas

6.
The Twenty-Eighth State of the Union

7.
The Confederate State of Texas

B.
Civil War and Reconstruction: A Time of Transition

C.
Post-Reconstruction Texas

1.
Land

2.
The Texas Economy: From Agriculture to Oil to the Service Sector

3.
Texas’s Economic Regions

4.
Texas Politics: From Democrat to Republican

5.
Demographics: The Road to Majority-Minority

a.
Urban and Rural

b.
Majority-Minority

i.  Focus On: How the Government Defines “Hispanic”
c.
Religion in Texas

D.
Current Challenges: Texas Today

1.
The Recent Recession

2.
National Issues

a.  Income and Poverty


b.  Education
3.
Immigration and In-Migration Today

a.  In-Migration


b.  Immigration
E.
Texas Political Culture
1.
Types of Political Culture

2.  Social Conservatism, Classical Liberalism, Populism, and Progressivism
F.
Conclusion

CORE OBJECTIVES

Communicating Effectively

Write a short synopsis of Texas’s changing economy and its role in international trade.
Being Socially Responsible

Understanding the relationship between religious affiliations and politics can improve civic knowledge. How would you use this knowledge to engage effectively in your community?
Taking Personal Responsibility

What can you do to become well informed about political issues so that you can make good decisions at election time?
Thinking Critically

How have settlement patterns impacted Texas? Give current examples.
KEY TERMS

Adelsverein Society

economic regions

individualistic subculture

land-based economy

majority-minority

moralistic subculture

political culture

traditionalistic subculture
COMPLEMENTARY LECTURE TOPICS
· The varied geographic features of the state of Texas have shaped patterns of settlement and growth, and contribute greatly to Texans’ sense of identity. Spend some time at the map familiarizing students with geographic features of the regions touched on in this chapter, along with the directions from which people have migrated to the state over its history. How might someone from the Gulf Coast region have different ideas on the basic character of the state and what’s important to its future growth than someone from, say, the Plains? Does the shift in population from urban to rural affect differences in perception between regions?
· If Texans’ sense of identity varies according to region or population concentration, 
what holds Texans together as a people distinct from those of other states in the South and Southwest? One way to approach the question is by examining the flags of Texas. Although the flag of the United States now flies over the state, the flag of the Republic 
of Texas remains as the state flag. How does the history of that flag and the idea of the “Lone Star State” shape the state’s identity with respect to its place as one state among many?


· It can be tempting to define Texas’s political culture in dualistic terms: urban and rural, liberal and conservative, etc. This is especially true when considering the concept of Texas as a “majority-minority” state. Although all ethnic minority groups in the state combined now outnumber the white population, these groups bring with them different and sometimes conflicting social and political traditions. Examine how the process of demographic change is ongoing and will continue to shift the political landscape in both subtle and dramatic ways.
CLASS DISCUSSION TOPICS
· Prompt students to discuss their own origins, traditions, and backgrounds as examples of Texas diversity. Based on the makeup of your class, what common themes and ideas emerge? Are aspects of culture unique to different regions evident? Ask students to describe their regions socio-politically, and encourage them to connect all these factors as influences in identity formation and political socialization. Finally, in light of the “aging of America,” have students discuss any generational differences they see as having an effect on political identification. 

· Ask students to discuss similarities and differences between Texas and its neighboring states. To what extent does Texas have a “southern” identity? In what ways is similar to the rest of the United States? 
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